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EAGAN: There have beern leaks and 1 am disturbed about m Ty ©OI Lhe€ leakE, Dul wWe re
not doing anything thal I thirk unizirly imposes 2 restriction upon the right of the
people to know or the freedom of information.

]
MACNEIL: Good evening. President Reagan said on Wednesdsy that during his term ac
president there hac been very serious sleaks of classified information that hac
zctually endangered U.S. relations with another country. The president, in remarks !
American newspaper publishers in New York, wac defencing the directive he issued in
March te prevent leaks of informziion by government employees. Critics have callec
the directive one of the most sweeping secrecy ecictis ever 1ssuec by the Wn;te House.
Democratic Sen. Daniel Patrick Moyrnihan told the same gathering 'the effect of the

-irective could well be to strike 2zt the heart of the ability of the public to be
irformec about their government.' Government defenders of the directive say it is
overcdue znd¢ :g& needecd tc checP H g’ow‘ng threzt to naztionzl security. Tonight, will
the pres:ident's secrecy diret ve protect national security or will it endanger
Ireedom of speech? lim Lehrer is off. Charlayne Hunter=Gault's in Washington.
Charlayne?

HUNTER-GAULT: Robin, President Kezgan's stop-the-lezks directive touches z number o!

c:iferent bases. Firsl 1t reguires 21l governmeni employees with security clezrance

tc sign & secrecy pledge and i1 requested submit to z lie-detector test. If they
fuse, they coulc fzce 'adverse conseguences, including dismisszl.' Until now, only

:r the most secrel agencies like the Cls were reguired to take lie- cgetectlor
The directive aiso czlle for pre-pubtliczlion clearance. .Under it, all

emplovees privy tc especially sentilive informziion will now bpe recuired to submit ¢

review anc/or censcreship any book. ariicles or speeches they write. The order applic

for life. even if the employee lezve: government service. The cirective €Xpands upor

1980 Supreme Court ruling 2gzinst former CI4 agent. Frank Snepp. He publishecd =&

iticel book zbout the agency without first clearing it with the Cla. The Court c=z:

he government hac the right to pre-screen such mzlerizl. There it one recommendat it

ending before the zaministration zimec a2t further toughening of the new directive.

U propeses making leaking 2 crime, punishable by three years in prison, anc up to =z
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0.000 fine. That recommendation. as well as the new secrecy directive, were cdrafte

the interdeparimentzl group on unauthorized cisclosures of classified informztion.

chairman is Deputv Assictant\ittornev\Generzl\Richard\Willard. Mr. Willarc, wha!
kinds of threats to the nationzl security hasve promptec your new directive? WILLARD:
This is not 2 new problem. Leaks of classifiec informstion have troubled presidents
for 10 or 20 years or longer. Anc it's not necessarily & problem that's become more
severe under this adminigtration. It's continued, however, to cause s lack of
confidence in our government's ability to keep secret important information that
should be kept secret about our national defense.
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HUNTER-CGAULT: Well, the president szid that there were very serious leaks that were
threatening the nztional security of the country. Can you give me, 1 know that you
can't revezl specifically, what those leaks vere, but can you give me some ball park
kinds of examples that would illustrate what you're tzlking about? WILLARD: Some of
the leaks disclosecd our intell 1gence capabilities. In other words they reveazl how o
intelligence services obtain informztion from foreign sources. That not only
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